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been the repository ofvedic learning."6

Vazhakunnam stayed at Tirunavaya Brahmasvom Math for
four years for acquiring proficiency in the vedic disciplines includ-
ing Jata and Ratha under the vedic scholars there. Thus he was
able to win the first prize in Jata at the Katavallur Anyonyam.7
(Katavallur Anyonyam is a famous vedic competition being
conducted, at Sriramaswami Kshetra, Katavallur situated on the
border of Malappuram and Trichur districts. Tough competitions
between the brahmin vedic scholars belonging to Tirunavaya and
Trichur Brahmasvom Maths take place. The residences were
arranged for them separately and were respectively called TakshF
and 'Accutattu'. The members of one should not mingle or talk
with those of the other, once the 'anyonyam' started. This was
to keep the strictness of the test. Technical words like
'KadannirikkaF, 'MunpilirikkaF, 'Kalampi' etc. have special sig-
nificance with the vedic competition. Kunnikkuttan Tampuram
has authoritatively highlighted even the minute details of Katavallur
anyonyam).8

6. Swami Vivekananda, Selections from the complete works of
Swami Vivekananda, Advaita Ashrama, Mayavati, Jan. 1987,
p.473.

7. Tachappilli Govindamenon, fig. cit. p. 142.

8. Kunnikkuttan Tampuran, Kunnikkuttan Tampurante
Gadyalekhanangal, D.C. Books, Kottayam, 1983. pp. 87-
89.
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